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Part One: Historical and Economic Developments  

1. World War One, National Division and the Asia Minor Disaster 1915 – 1922 

The Balkan Wars; Venizelos’ desire to side with the allies; the British offer; King Konstantine’s refusal; the Entente landing and National Division; Venizelos and Lloyd George persaude the Entente to allow the Smyrna landing; the 1920 election; France’s and Italy’s betrayal of Greece; Kemal’s revanche and the exodus of Greeks from Asia Minor; the Treaty of Lausanne. 

2 hrs. 

2. The Economic & Political Effects of 1922 

Greece’s exodus from Asia Minor brings large numbers of skilled professionals and businessmen to what had been a largely agricultural economy, but also preserves the schism between north and south, as refugees settle chiefly in Macedonia and Thrace; Greece’s GDP surges, but the loss of Asia Minor is a long-term economic loss; the Catastrophe ends Greece’s decade of expansion and refocuses Greece on reconstruction and absorption of refugees, but the loss of Konstantinople and the east is a psychological blow that lasts at least a century. 

2 hrs. 

3. The Albanian Campaign, Nazi Occupation and Civil War 1940 – 1949 

Sinking of the Elli; Ioannis Metaxas’ refusal to surrender; Italy attacks; Greece pushes Mussolini back into Albania; the moral effect on the Allies; Hitler launches Operation Marita, delaying Barbarossa, overrunning Greece in 2 weeks; the effects of occupation; the German withdrawal October 1944; the first communist coup December 1944; the Civil War 1946-1949. 

2 hrs.

4. Regeneration, the electable left and coup 1950 – 1967 

Retreating Nazis leave a devastated economy; The Truman Doctrine (March 1947) and the Marshall Plan; Plastiras government of 1950-52 sets the foundations for reconstruction; entry into NATO 1952; Karamanlis governments of 1952-1961 bring rapid growth; persecution of the left; rise of the Centre Union in 1961 and 1963; Karamanlis’ departure; puppet governments and the colonels’ coup. 

3 hrs. 

5. Dictatorship, Cyprus Invasion and Restoration of Democracy 1967 – 1974 

The colonels’ political ‘doctrine’ and economic policy of infrastructure building; King Konstantine’s failed coup; Navy Movement (May 1973); the Polytechnic sit-in and its crushing (Nov. 1973); Ioannidis’ internal coup; the Cyprus coup attempt; the Turkish invasion. 

2 hrs. 

6. The Latter Political Period 1974 – today 

Restoration of democracy on July 24; November election; December referendum abolishes the monarchy; a new constitution; application to the European Economic Community; Socialist victory and decline; periods of reform (1990-1993 and 1996-2004); conservative misrule 2004-2009; disbursements of the Common Agricultural Policy, Community Support Framework and Cohesion Fund since 1981; Greece’s use and misuse of funds; the global financial crisis and Eurozone crisis fragment Greek politics; austerity, the end of easy money; Euroscepticism rises; loss of faith in parliamentary democracy; the collapse of left-wing populism and the rise of right-wing populism; loss of faith in global capitalism and the anti-systemic vote; despite the problems, the return of constructive politics. 

4-6 hrs. 

7. Greek-Turkish relations since 1974 

The first Oil Crisis and the discovery of oil in the Aegean in 1973; the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; the crisis of 1974; Turkey disputes Athens’ Flight Information Region and 10-mile airspace; Greece’s self-suspension from NATO; the Bern declaration and first round of talks on delimiting the continental shelf 1976-1981; the crisis of 1987 and Davos meeting of 1988; Turkey disputes Athens’ search and rescue jurisdiction (1988); Greece ratifies UNCLOS, Turkey threatens war (1995); Imia crisis (1996) and Turkey’s grey zones policy; Greece leverages Turkish EU membership talks to restart dialogue on continental shelf (1999-2004) but the strategy ends in failure; Turkey launches Blue Homeland doctrine 2015-2018; Turkey attempts to manufacture a security crisis using refugees (March 2020); Turkey disputes Greek sovereignty over east Aegean islands (2021); Greece reaches EEZ agreements with Egypt and Italy (2020) and extends territorial waters in the Ionian (2021). 

4 hrs. 

8. Gas Discoveries and geopolitical shifts in the East Mediterranean 

Israel discovers Noa and Mari B (1999), Tamar and Dalit (2009), Leviathan (2010) and then further gas fields; this encourages Egypt to launch a new round of exploration, through which ENI discovers new plays in Zohr (2015) and other fields; Cyprus ratifies Exclusive Economic Zones agreements with its neighbours, ushering in extensive application of UNCLOS in the east Mediterranean and aiming to leverage gas discoveries to launch new talks with TRNC and Turkey; Greece and Cyprus start talking about the East Med pipeline in 2011; Greece, Cyprus, Egypt, Israel and others form the East Med Gas Forum in 2019; why Turkey launches the Blue Homeland doctrine in 2018; Greece overcomes its inhibitions about searching for gas after the Ukraine War and energy crisis in 2022; Greece begins to see itself as an energy transit hub with TAP, Euro-Asia and Euro-Africa Interconnectors, Greece-Egypt Interconnector, and the renewable energy transition. 

3 hrs. 

9. Era of Migration: 1990 – today 

The fall of communism and entry of economic migrants into Western Europe; Greece’s three amnesties; Greece’s first naturalisation law; the treatment of migrants changes during the economic crisis to include police sweeps and internment camps; Syriza sees migration as a humanitarian issue in 2015, but Greece sours on migration flows after the closure of the Balkan border and Eidomeni bottleneck, congestion of islands in 2016; security issues top humanitarian sensitivities under New Democracy 2019-today. 

2 hrs. 

Part Two: Economic Case Studies 
10.  Economy case study: Agriculture 

We will visit farms in Thessaly to witness economic and environmental challenges: Soil erosion; groundwater depletion; electricity costs; falling subsidies; rising fertiliser & pesticide costs. We will then visit the Antonopoulos farm in Farsala, southeast Thessaly, as a model of sustainable agriculture and vertically integrated business modelling; and we will hear a talk by University of Thessaly Prof. Nikos Danalatos on his research into years of experimentation on sustainable agricultural methods. 

12 hours 

11. Economy case study: Shipping  

We will visit the Hellas Liberty in Piraeus where I will explain how Greek shipping revived itself after World War Two thanks to the purchase of US-built Liberty Ships; as guest lecturer on the ship, shipping historian Tzelina Harlafti will discuss the rise of Greek shipping to global industry leader since the early 1970s. If possible, we will visit the offices of a Greek shipping company. 

6 hours

12. Economy case study: Piraeus Port Authority 

We will visit the offices of the Piraeus Port Authority for an overview of the business – passenger and cruise shipping, ship repair and building, container shipping. I will have preceded this with a one-hour talk on the acquisition of the PPA by the China Ocean Shipping Company in 2016. We will then visit the Piraeus Container Terminal for an on-site inspection of how container shipping works and an explanation by the Commercial Director Tasos Vamvakidis of how the PCT is strategically located to trans-ship Chinese products into Europe. We will visit the Piraeus Shipbuilding Zone for an on-site inspection of how COSCO has turned around what was a defunct industry. Finally, we will visit either the Elefsis Shipyards or the Skaramanga shipyards, and witness how the US has provided backing from the International Development Finance Corp. to go head-to-head with China in an industry Greece cares deeply about. 

10 hours 

13. Economy case study: Tourism 

We will visit the offices of the Greek National Tourism Organisation (EOT) or the Association of Tourism Enterprises (SETE) for an overview of how tourism has developed into a 20bn euro industry, and how the government plans to take it to a 30bn euro industry. 

