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SYLLABUS
US Interventions in Central America
Dr. Jane K. Cramer
Language of Instruction: English 
UO Credits: 4
Contact Hours*: 30
Total Hours of Student Engagement (THSE) in all course activities*: 120
Level: 400
Heredia, Costa Rica
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This is a US foreign policy class focused on examining United States military and CIA interventions in Central America since World War II. US interventions in Costa Rica, Panama, Guatemala, Nicaragua and El Salvador will be examined. Topics addressed include: 1.) major theories of imperialism, and other theories explaining US interventions, including the diversionary theory of war, 2.) past and present policy debates over intervention (Should the US intervene? What does the US gain? How did elites argue for intervention at the time? Have these debates changed across time?) 3.) history and case study analysis of these interventions, 4.) history, laws and debates about CIA operations, 5.) the war powers of the president and were US decisions to intervene arrived at democratically?

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The course will examine the history of US interventions in Central America and analyze the US foreign policy decision making using case study methods. Students will learn multiple theories of intervention, and how to test these theories. Students will understand the history of the CIA, and debates about its operations in Central America. Students will understand the constitutional war powers of the US president, and congressional oversight of interventions. Students will learn to critically evaluate US foreign policy.
Student Outcomes.  Students who successfully complete this course will:
-Understand the history of US interventions in Central America

-Understand CIA operations in Central America

-Understand the diversionary theory of war and other theories of US domestic politics

-Learn to critically analyze US foreign policy

INSTRUCTIONAL METHODOLOGY
This class will have two-three class sessions a week, consisting of lectures/discussion.  There will also be a required excursion to Platanera Rio Sixaola banana plantation near Bribri, Costa Rica, which offers a 5-hour educational experience on modern organic banana production and export processes. This excursion, or similar, would help students understand the reality and power of multinational banana corporations which have played a major role in US interventions in Central America. Also, if possible, the class could visit El Avion, in Manuel Antonio, Costa Rica. The restaurant is inside a CIA Fairchild C-123 military cargo plane, used to deliver cargo to the contras during the intervention in Nicaragua, and it is a sister craft to one shot down in Nicaragua in 1986. It is now a tourist attraction dedicated to remembering the CIA operation of the Iran-Contra affair. 
METHOD OF EVALUATION (GRADING)
The course will be graded as follows: 

10% on class and excursion attendance & participation
40% participation in two group presentations of research of an intervention with 5-8 page papers of research

50% two in-class essay exams
COURSE OUTLINE
Week 1: Overview and theories of US interventions in Central America


--History of Banana Wars and more since 1898


--Theories of intervention: imperialism, economics, security and domestic politics

Week 2: The Cold War and Guatemala

Week 3: The CIA and Costa Rica

Week 4: Nicaragua and the Contras

Week 5: El Salvador and devastating consequences of intervention (midterm)
Week 6: Panama invasion 1989 and the diversionary theory of war

Week 7: Methods for analyzing case studies
Weeks 8-10: Group presentations of research, and final exam.

COURSE READINGS
Major course resource/ selections assigned: The National Security Archive: https://nsarchive.gwu.edu/
Selections from: William Blum, Killing Hope: US Military and CIA Interventions Since World War II (Monroe, Maine: Common Courage Press, 1995)

Selections from: John Prados, Safe for Democracy: The Secret Wars of the CIA (Chicago: Ivan R. Dee 2006)
Stephen Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer, Bitter Fruit: The Story of the American Coup in Guatemala, (David C. Rockefeller Center for Latin America Studies, 2005)
  Jane K. Cramer, “‘Just Cause’ or Just Politics?  U.S. Panama Invasion and Standardizing Qualitative Tests for Diversionary War,” Armed Forces & Society, Volume 32, Number 3, Spring 2006, pp. 178-201

BIBLIOGRAPHY –(more TBD)
Stephen Van Evera, Guide to Methods for Students of Political Science (Ithaca: Cornell Univ. Press, 1997)
Academic Misconduct
The University Student Conduct Code (available at conduct.uoregon.edu) defines academic misconduct. Students are prohibited from committing or attempting to commit any act that constitutes academic misconduct. By way of example, students should not give or receive (or attempt to give or receive) unauthorized help on assignments or examinations without express permission from the instructor. Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of information (e.g. quotations, paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources authorized by the instructor. If there is any question about whether an act constitutes academic misconduct, it is the students’ obligation to clarify the question with the instructor before committing or attempting to commit the act. Additional information about a common form of academic misconduct, plagiarism, is available at https://researchguides.uoregon.edu/citing-plagiarism.
Generative AI Course Policy--TBD


Accessible Education
The University of Oregon and I are dedicated to fostering inclusive learning environments for all students and welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational programs. The Accessible Education Center (AEC) assists students with disabilities in reducing campus-wide and classroom-related barriers. If you have or think you have a disability and experience academic barriers, please contact the AEC to discuss appropriate accommodations or support. Visit 360 Oregon Hall or aec.uoregon.edu for more information. You can contact AEC at 541-346-1155 or via email at uoaec@uoregon.edu.
Reporting Obligations
I am a designated reporter. For information about my reporting obligations as an employee, please see Employee Reporting Obligations on the Office of Investigations and Civil Rights Compliance (OICRC) website. Students experiencing sex- or gender-based discrimination, harassment or violence should call the 24-7 hotline 541-346-SAFE [7244] or visit safe.uoregon.edu for help. Students experiencing all forms of prohibited discrimination or harassment may contact the Dean of Students Office at 541-346-3216 or the non-confidential Title IX Coordinator/OICRC at 541-346-3123 to request information and resources. Students are not required to participate in an investigation to receive support, including requesting academic supportive measures. Additional resources are available at investigations.uoregon.edu/how-get-support.
I am also a mandatory reporter of child abuse. Please find more information at Mandatory Reporting of Child Abuse and Neglect.
Pregnancy Modifications. Pregnant and parenting students are eligible for academic and work modifications related to pregnancy, childbirth, loss of pregnancy, termination of pregnancy, lactation, and related medical conditions. To request pregnancy-related modifications, students should complete the Request for Pregnancy Modifications form on the OICRC website. OICRC coordinates academic and other modifications for pregnant and parenting students to ensure students can continue to access their education and university programs and activities.
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